Acquired aphasia in acute disseminated encephalomyelitis.
A 12-year-old boy developed a convulsion, hemiparesis, and acquired aphasia with paroxysmal electroencephalogram (EEG) abnormalities consisting of repetitive spikes and waves in the left centro-parietal region. T2-weighted magnetic resonance imaging disclosed high intensity lesions in the left pre-Sylvian and right frontal areas. He was diagnosed as having acute disseminated encephalomyelitis, and thus the oral administration of phenytoin and steroid pulse therapy were begun. With these treatments, his hemiparesis disappeared and the aphasia also improved gradually. Magnetic resonance imaging examination revealed the disappearance of the previously noted abnormalities, and the EEG abnormalities disappeared as well. This patient is a rare case of acute disseminated encephalomyelitis presenting an acquired aphasia. A focal lesion of acute disseminated encephalomyelitis may be responsible for the acquired aphasia. The distinction from Landau-Kleffner syndrome is also discussed.